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- the MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address 
Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1)K Responsive to communication(s) filed on 23 May 2005 . 
2b)\3 This action is FINAL. 2b)l3 This action is non-final. 

3) n Since this application is in condition for allowance except for fonnal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under £x parte Quay/e, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) 13 Claim(s) 1-20 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) 0 Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) 13 Claim(s) 1-20 is/are rejected. 
?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) 0 Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) n The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) 0 The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)n accepted or b)n objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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Response to appeal brief 

1 . In view of the appeal brief filed on 5/23/05, PROSECUTION IS HEREBY REOPENED. 
A new ground of rejection set forth below. 

To avoid abandonment of the application, appellant must exercise one of the following 
two options: 

(1) file a reply under 37 CFR 1.111 (if this Office action is non- final) or a reply under 37 
CFR 1.1 13 (if this Office action is final); or, 

(2) request reinstatement of the appeal 

If reinstatement of the appeal is requested, such request must be accompanied by a 
supplemental appeal brief, but no new amendments, affidavits (37 CFR 1.130, 1.131 or 1.132) or 
other evidence are permitted. See 37 CFR 1.193(b)(2). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC S 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entiUed to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed pubUcation in this or a foreign country or in pubhc use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

3. Claims 1-20 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Ta (U.S. patent 
5,500,715) 

Regarding claim 1 and 16 Ta et al disclose: A method of configuring a printer, the 
nnethod comprising; creating a printer menu structure (note Fig.1 item 104, column 7 
lines 45-52 where the user is able to structure a print menu by selecting form the pc 
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selection menu a set of desired or relevant option from the p set up menu) and installing 
the printer menu structure on the printer (note Fig,2, block 202, column 8 lines 31-34 
where in the set up options structured or selected from the pc menu is put on the printer 
by inserting the diskette inside the printer) wherein the printer menu structure is installed 
on an erasable storage device in the printer (note again Fig.2, column 8 lines 32-34 
where the structured menu prepared is stored in the printer by inserting the diskette into 
the printer). 

Regarding claim 2 Ta et al disclose: A method as recited in claim 1 wherein installing 
the printer menu structure replaces any menu structure previously installed on the 
printer (note column 8 lines 58-62 where the other print options are ovenA^ritten 
automatically). 

Regarding claim 3 Ta et al disclose: A method as recited in claim 1 wherein installing 
the printer menu structure extends any menu structure previously installed on the printer 
(note Fig.2 block 204, column 8 lines 35-40 where user is able to edit the menu and add 
to the print option which was chosen before the insertion of the diskette). 
Regarding claim 4 Ta et al disclose: A method as recited in claim 1 further comprising 
simulating operation of the printer menu structure prior to installing the printer menu 
structure on the printer (note column 4 lines 55-63). 

Regarding claim 5 Ta et al disclose: A method as recited in claim 1 wherein creating a 
printer menu structure includes creating a hierarchy of menu elements (note Fig.3 item 
310 column 7 lines 50-60 the monitor where the options are loaded and can be vary 
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wildly and categorically such as print resolution, quality of prints to be nnake, the sheet 
media type and etc). 

Regarding claim 6 Ta et al disclose: A method as recited in claim 5 wherein each 
menu element has an associated menu element type and an associated action (note 
column 7 lines 50-65 where the each designated option is set for the specific action 
such as selection of print resolution or media type). 

Regarding claim 7 Ta et al disclose: A method as recited in claim 1 wherein creating a 
printer menu structure includes associating an icon with at least one menu element in 
the printer menu structure (note column 7 lines 52-60 where the menu item are 
displayed on the monitor 310). 

Regarding claim 8 Ta et al disclose: A method as recited in claim 1 wherein the 
method is performed by an end-user of the printer (note column 7 lines"45-50). 
Regarding claim 9 Ta et al disclose: A method as recited in claim 1 wherein creating a 
printer menu structure includes determining the arrangement of a plurality of menu 
elements on a printer display panel (note Fig.3 the display monitor 310 and wherein the 
menu elements are listed, column 7 lines 51-55). 

Regarding claim 10 . A computer-readable memory containing a computer program 
that is executable by a processor to perform the method recited in claim 1 (note column 
5 lines 9-17). 

Regarding claim 1 1 Ta et al disclose: A printer comprising: a display panel (note Fig.4 
item 14, column 4 lines 52-57) to display a plurality of menu elements (note column 4 
lines 54-55) a user interface coupled to the display panel to allow a user to select 
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among the plurality of menu elements and a data communication interface coupled to 
the display panel to allow the printer to receive a printer menu structure from a remote 
device (note Fig.4 item 14, column 4 lines 58-64 where the user interface 14 would 
allow user the selection of the specific menu options). 

Regarding claim 12 Ta et al disclose: An apparatus as recited in claim 1 1 wherein the 
data communication interface is a network interface (note column 8 lines 9-10). 
Regarding claim 13 Ta et ai disclose: An apparatus as recited in claim 1 1 wherein the 
printer is a laser printer (note column 5 lines 18-24). 

Regarding claim 14 Ta et al disclose: An apparatus as recited in claim 1 1 wherein the 
user interface is a touch-sensitive screen positioned proximate the display panel (note 
Fig.4, column 4, lines 52-60). 

Regarding claim 15 Ta et al disclose: An apparatus as recited in claim 1 1 further 
comprising a memory device coupled to the data communication interface to store a 
printer menu structure received from the remote device (note column 8 lines 10-20). 
Regarding claim 17 Ta et al disclose: One or more computer-readable media as 
recited in claim 16 wherein installing the printer menu structure replaces any menu 
structure previously installed on the printer (note column 8 lines 58-62 where the other 
print options are overwritten automatically). 

Regarding claim 18 Ta et al disclose: One or more computer-readable media as 
recited in claim 16 further comprising simulating operation of the printer menu structure 
prior to installing the printer menu structure on the printer (note Fig.2 block 204, column 
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8 lines 35-40 where user is able to edit the menu and add to the print option which was 
chosen before the insertion of the diskette). 

Regarding claim 19 Ta et al disclose: One or more computer-readable media as 
recited in claim 16 wherein creating a printer menu structure includes creating a 
hierarchy of menu elements (note Fig.3 item 310 column 7 lines 50-60 the monitor 
where the options are loaded and can be vary wildly and categorically such as print 
resolution, quality of prints to be make, the sheet media type and etc). 
Regarding claim 20 Ta et al disclose: One or more computer-readable media as 
recited in claim 16 wherein creating a printer menu structure includes creating a 
hierarchy of menu elements, and each menu element has an associated menu element 
type and an associated action (note column 7 lines 50-65 where the each designated 
option is set for the specific action such as selection of print resolution or media type). 



Contact Information 

> Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Saeid Ebrahimi-Dehkordy whose telephone number 
is (571)272-7462 . 

The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 
5:30 p.m. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Kimberly Williams, can be reached at (571) 272-7471 . 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: 
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Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 
Or faxed to: 

(571 ) 273-8300, (for formal communications; please mark 
"EXPEDITED PROCEDURE") 

Or: 

(703) 306-5406 (for informal or draft communications, please label 

"PROPOSED" or "DRAFT") 
Hand delivered responses should be brought to Knox building on 501 Dulany 
Street, Alexandria, VA. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application should be 
directed to the Group Receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-4750. 




